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Bless the Lord

Exalt Thee

He s Able

Scripture:  1 Chronicles 4:9,10

1 Chronicles 4
9 Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, [1] saying, "I gave birth to him in pain." 10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request.
Message:

Today we will talk about a prayer that s getting a lot of attention in religious circles.
I am referring to the prayer of Jabez. Before we dive into the teaching let us pray

Who is Jabez?

Scripture mentions very little about him but enough to see that he was connected to God. He was a descendant of Judah. He knew God has the power to change his life.
Pain must have been known to Jabez via his mom and circumstances around him.

His prayer gives us some insight as to what his focus was. You see, Jabez lived in one of the bible’s troublesome eras. He had a longing to be free from pain.

Define Pain:

Main Entry: 2pain
 
1 : to make suffer or cause distress to : HURT
2 archaic : to put (oneself) to trouble or exertion
intransitive senses
1 archaic : SUFFER
2 : to give or have a sensation of pain 

Bottom of Form

No information is provided not even how old was Jabez.

Based on Jabez asking for his territory to be enlarged he must have been considered a grown up. 

What was his character like?

Jabez was more honorable than his bothers
Define Honorable:
Main Entry: hon·or·able 
 
 1 : deserving of honor
2 a : of great renown : ILLUSTRIOUS b : entitled to honor -- used as a title for the children of certain British noblemen and for various government officials
3 : performed or accompanied with marks of honor or respect
4 a : attesting to creditable conduct b : consistent with an untarnished reputation <an honorable withdrawal>
5 : characterized by integrity : guided by a high sense of honor and duty
synonym see UPRIGHT
Main Entry: 1up·right 

 2 : marked by strong moral rectitude
- up·right·ly adverb
- up·right·ness noun
synonyms UPRIGHT, HONEST, JUST, CONSCIENTIOUS, SCRUPULOUS, HONORABLE mean having or showing a strict regard for what is morally right. UPRIGHT implies a strict adherence to moral principles <a stern and upright minister>. HONEST stresses adherence to such virtues as truthfulness, candor, fairness <known for being honest in business dealings>. JUST stresses conscious choice and regular practice of what is right or equitable <workers given just compensation>. CONSCIENTIOUS and SCRUPULOUS imply an active moral sense governing all one's actions and painstaking efforts to follow one's conscience <conscientious in the completion of her assignments> <scrupulous in carrying out the terms of the will>. HONORABLE suggests a firm holding to codes of right behavior and the guidance of a high sense of honor and duty <a difficult but honorable decision>. 

Bottom of Form

What did he pray for?

10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain."
Did God answer his prayer?

Yes.  The bible says that God granted his request.

What ever happened to Jabez after the prayer?

Scripture doesn’t say anything else about Jebez’s life after mentioning him in 1 Chronicles 4:9,10. 
 I wonder if He lived happily ever after.

Let us think about this for a few minutes. Jabez asked God to enlarge his territory. 
Friends it seems to me that would bring a lot more challenges due to the increased responsibilities. I surmise that he walked through the rest of his life with God blessing him and protecting him along the way.
Through Jabez life God probably developed him by stretching, molding, challenging and nurturing Jabez.
Questions:
How do you measure up when compared to Jabez? Are you honorable?

How can you apply Jabez to your life?
First note that the Jabez prayer is an example of a prayer that received a response from God. Saying his does not guarantee the same results…

You can apply the heart of Jabez to your life. Jabez wanted to include God in his life. Make God inclusive in all that you do.
Define Inclusive:

Rely on God. He can be trusted! Share your feelings with God. He truly cares for you.

Be truthful and honest to God.

When you have goals and projects to complete commit them to the Lord.

 Proverbs 16:3

"Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed." Proverbs 16:3. 

Action Steps:
1. Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his face evermore! 

            1 Chronicles 16:11
            11 Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.
2. Improve your character by taking an inventory of the things you do.

Ask yourself: Are you in a pattern of sin that is distancing you from God?

Seek correction… Confess your sins to God.
3.   Read God’s word daily to learn more about God so you can enhance your  relationship with Him. Yes, I said relationship. God wants to have a relationship 
with you.  Start applying what God says to your life.

       4. Attend a Christian Church every week to further develop your knowledge of God             

           and to fellowship with other believers.

       5. Pray to God daily and as often as possible
       6. Serve the body of Christ by volunteering…

Question:

Does God still answer a prayer requesting that He bless you?

Yes, scripture is loaded with the promises of God.  Here is one that indicates Gods heart for his people.
Jeremiah 29 11 (Main Focus)

Jer 29:10-14 (NIV) This is what the Lord says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you," declares the Lord, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you," declares the Lord, "and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile."

Jeremiah 29:11 gives hope in this dark world telling us the heart of God.
Conclusion:

Know that God is faithful to those who earnestly seek him. How is your relationship with the Lord? Friends, God’s hand is reaching out to you willing to bless your life. Will you take hold of his hand and ask him:
Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.

Recommended reading:
The prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson

Let’s stand for closing prayer.

Lord, please draw all of us closer to you. Make us more honorable in our character.

Please bless our lives, keep us from harm and enlarge our territories. May you be glorified to the highest in Jesus name Amen.

